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Clearing of the International Situation. 

For some time many of the foremost advocates of 
closer international co-operation have been much 
disconcerted at the prospect of the failure of the 
Third Hague Conference to meet as planned in 
1915. There was additional cause for discourage- 
ment in the possibility of the non-renewal of the 
arbitration treaties of 1908 and the opposition to the 
repeal of the clause in the Panama Canal act giving 
free passage to American coastwise vessels. 

But early in February the aspect of the situation 
was greatly changed. Announcement was made on 
February 5 that the United States Government had 
taken steps toward the calling of the Third Inter- 
national Peace Conference to meet in the summer 
of 1915 at The Hague. Through the United States 
Minister to Holland, Dr. Henry Van Dyke, com- 
munications were held with Queen Wilhelmina and 
members of the Netherlands government, and it is 
understood that the Permanent Hague Committee, 
which consists of the members of the foreign diplo- 



matic body at The Hague, have been charged with 
the drafting of a program of subjects to be discussed. 
This program, when completed, will be submitted 
for approval to all the nations represented. 

The Citizens' National Committee, which has been 
created in this country to increase interest in and 
promote the holding of the conference, held a ses- 
sion in New York City on February 11, which re- 
sulted in the appointment of an executive committee 
of seventeen members to take such steps as may 
seem desirable in support of the Government's ac- 
tion. The members of this committee are: Gov. 
Simeon E. Baldwin, Nicholas Murray Butler, Joseph 
H. Choate, John Bates Clark, Frederic R. Coudert, 
John F. Cromwell, John W. Foster, George Gray, 
George C. Holt, Seth Low, Alfred T. Mahan, Alton 
B. Parker, Gen. Horace Porter, Charles H. Sherrill, 
Francis Lynde Stetson, Oscar S. Straus, and Andrew 
D. White. This committee is certain to have the 
almost unanimous support and co-operation of the 
people of the country in any measures it may take, 
as it represents the national sentiment in favor of 
the calling of the Third Hague Conference, which 
has had great weight in causing the Government 
finally to act in the matter. 

On February 5 President Wilson made it known 
that he favored the repeal of the provision in the 
Panama Canal act which exempted American coast- 
wise vessels from payment of tolls. Indeed, he has 
held substantially thisl view from the beginning. 
The President regards this Government as morally 
bound by the terms of the Hay-Pauncefote treaty to 
place all nations on the same footing as the United 
States with respect to shipping passing through the 
canal. He considers the exemption clause as vio- 
lating treaty agreements with Great Britain, and 
will do all in his power to have it repealed. A num- 
ber of Senators and Representatives are strongly op- 
posed to the President's position, but his clearly 
sound views on the subject, the strong support which 
is accorded him by the people, and especially by 
many experienced statesmen, and the international 
interests involved, make it quite certain that the re- 
peal will be effected. 

On January 30 the President had a conference 
with the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on 
the subject of the arbitration treaties, as a result of 
which the committee agreed informally to the re- 
newal of the twenty-four treaties, each of which was 
made for a term of five years. Immediately there- 
after the committee, by a vote of eleven to two, 
ordered a favorable report on the eight arbitration 
treaties which have already lapsed. On February 
21 the Senate, in executive session, formally ratified 
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these without even a roll-call. The countries with 
which the treaties are made are Great Britain, Japan, 
Spain, Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Switzerland, and 
Italy. The other sixteen treaties, which will lapse 
within the present year, will be favorably acted upon 
at the time of their expiration. 

There has been at no time any real occasion for 
believing that the American policy of arbitration 
has lost ground, though certain foreign publicists 
have reproached our country on the supposed hol- 
lowness and hypocrisy of our statesmen upon this 
subject. Whatever delay has occurred in the re- 
newal of the treaties has been occasioned by inci- 
dental issues which have no proper relation to the 
matter in hand. Arbitration is much stronger to- 
day in this country than ever before; indeed, in all 
countries. The President and the Secretary of State 
have certainly interpreted in an admirable manner 
at the present moment the growing intelligence and 
conscience of the American people, whose loyalty to 
the vital principles and groundwork of the national 
life gives assurance of the ongoing and triumphing 
civilization which is rooted in justice, good will, and 
peace. 

The Church Peace Union. 

Another Carnegie Endowment. 

On February 10th, at a luncheon at his residence, 
2 East 91st street, New York City, Andrew Carnegie 
announced the names of twenty-nine representatives 
of different religious denominations of the United States 
to serve as trustees of a Church Peace Union to admin- 
ister the income from two. million dollars in five percent 
bonds to promote the cause of universal peace. He left 
the plans for the use of this peace fund to an executive 
committee, of which Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, of New 
York, is the chairman. It will take several months, at 
least, to complete the details of the plans which the 
committee have already begun to formulate for the 
working out of this great Christian peace foundation. 

Some of the suggestions which have been made for 
the use of the income are : Exchange visits of clergymen 
and noted peace advocates between different countries; 
the holding of peace conferences of the clergy of Europe 
and the United States; the circulation of peace litera- 
ture and the propagation of world peace by means of 
sermons, lectures, pageants, and the like. 

If the work of this new Foundation be well planned 
and comprehensively carried out so as to reach the 
religious forces in all the churches, Sunday-schools, and 
religious social organizations of the country, it will 
almost certainly be the most powerful and efficacious 
agency (not even excepting his great ten million dollar 
peace endowment) which Mr. Carnegie has ever hit 
Upon for putting an end to the "foulest blot" upon civil- 
ization. 



It has often seemed amazing that the Christian men 
and women of the world, more than a hundred million 
strong, should not long ago have combined in such 
fashion as this to put an end to strife, warring, and 
bloodshed, the very end for which religious bodies exist. 

After the luncheon at his home Mr. Carnegie made 
the following address to his guests: 

"Gentlemen of many religious bodies, all irrevocably 
opposed to war and devoted advocates of peace: We all 
feel, I believe, that the killing of man by man in battle 
is barbaric, and negatives our claim to civilization.' This 
crime we wish to banish from the earth; some progress 
has already been made in this direction; but recently 
men have shed more of their fellows' blood than for 
years previously. We need to be aroused to our duty 
and banish war. 

"Certain that the strongest appeal that can be made 
is to members of the religious bodies, to you I hereby 
appeal, hoping you will feel it to be not only your duty, 
but your pleasure, to undertake the administration of 
$2,000,000 of 5 per cent bonds, the income to be so used 
as in your judgment will most successfully appeal to 
the people in the cause of peace through arbitration of 
international disputes; that as man in civilized lands is 
compelled by law to submit personal disputes to courts of 
law, so nations shall appeal to the Court at The Hague, 
or to such tribunals as may be mutually agreed upon, 
and bow to. the verdict rendered, thus insuring the reign 
of national peace through international law. When 
the day arrives, either through such courts of law or 
through other channels, this Trust shall have fulfilled its 
mission. 

"After the arbitration of international disputes is 
established and war abolished, as it certainly will be 
some day, and that sooner than expected, probably by 
the Teutonic nations, Germany, Britain, and the 
United States first deciding to act in unison, other 
powers joining later, the trustees will divert the reve- 
nues of this fund to relieve the deserving poor and 
afflicted in their distress, especially those who have 
struggled long and earnestly against misfortune and 
have not themselves altogether to blame for their pov- 
erty. Members of the various churches will naturally 
know such members well, and can therefore the better 
judge ; but this does not debar them from going beyond 
membership when that is necessary or desirable. 
As a general rule, it is best to help those who help them- 
selves ; but there are unfortunates from whom this can- 
not be expected. 

"After war is abolished by the leading nations, the 
trustees, by a vote of two- thirds, may decide that a 
better use for the funds than those named in the pre- 
ceding paragraph has been found, and are free, accord- 
ing to their own, judgment, to devote the income to the 
best advantage for the good of their fellow-men. 

"Trustees shall be reimbursed for all expenses, in- 
cluding traveling expenses, and to each annual meeting, 
expenses of wife or daughter. 

"Happy in the belief that the civilized world will not, 
cannot, long tolerate the killing of man by man as a 
means of settling its international disputes, and that 
civilized men will not, cannot, long enter a profession 
which binds them to go forth and kill their fellow-men 



